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Services We Offer: 
• Minor Automotive Repair 

• Major Automotive Repair 

• Auto Body Repair 

• Auto Collision Repair 

• Computer Diagnostics and 

Repair 

• Emissions Related 

Diagnostics and Repair 

• Air Conditioning and 

Heating Repair 

• Oil Changes and Lube 

• Windshield Replacement             

and Repair 

• Transmission Repair 

• Engine Repair 

• Exterior Wash 

• Tire Services-Wheel 

Balance and Alignment 

• Suspension Work 

• Antifreeze, Transmission 

Fluid, 

• And Oil Flush Services 

• Charging System and 

Battery Repair 

• Serpentine, Timing Belt 

and Accessories 

•  Belt Replacements 

• Brake Repair and 

Replacement 

• Tune Ups 

• Fuel System Diagnostics 

and Repair 

• Vehicle Inspections 

• Cooling System Repair 

• Lighting System 

• Interior Detailing and 

Shampooing 

 

 

 

Shaker Quality Auto Body 
12916 Larchmere Blvd. 
Cleveland, OH 44120 

(216)229-7846 
Monday �Friday 8am -5pm 

“Since 1972”

Strong

Bindery

Book 

Restoration

216-231-0001

13015 Larchmere Blvd., Shaker Hts.

All types of Alterations for
Kids ◆ Men’s and Women’s

Clothing
Plus...

Slip Covers ◆ Pillows ◆ Curtains
Tablecloths, etc.

Tuesday to Friday:
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Saturday 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.

(216) 791-1865
12808 Larchmere Blvd.

“Streetscapes are part of the work 
that we do and I’m excited about 
the bump-outs,” City Architecture 
Principal Planner Alex Pesta said.

Pesta thinks that bump-outs in 
themselves can only help, giving 
pedestrians less distance to cross the 
boulevard, as well as creating more 
enclosure on some curbside parking 
spaces.

“These traffic-calming features 
can achieve a couple of things,” Pesta 
said. “First, it narrows the roadway at 
key points and the on-street parking 
spaces are physically separated, creating 
narrower lanes that are more defined, 
so they slow down traffic.

“Second, at those key intersections, 
the first step off the curb is out where 
the pedestrians and the drivers can 
clearly see each other – rather than 
being obstructed by any parked cars” 
before entering the intersection,  
Pesta added.

Griffin said designs and drawings 
would be shared as soon as they are 
available.

Larchmere Blvd. to Go on a “Road Diet”
Continued from page 1

Celebrating Cleveland’s 
Emerald Necklace
featuring Lora Nikolova 
from Milano, Italy

12712 Larchmere Boulevard

10% to Shaker Lakes Nature Center 
on any necklace purchased 
through August

Celebrating Cleveland’s 
Emerald Necklace

12712 Larchmere Blvd.  I  Cleveland, OH 44120   
216.229.5770  I  dancingsheepcle.com

Currently open Thursday, Friday & Saturday 
11am-5pm or by appointment. Call 229.5770 for updates.

DS_976
Quarter Page

Connection Summer Ad
5 inches by 7.55 inches

April 26, 2021

10% to Shaker 
Lakes Nature Center 

on any necklace 
purchased 

through August

Necklace by
Lora Nikolova 
Milano, Italy

including issue and candidate 
forums; we promote voting 
rights, fair legislative districts, 
good government reforms, and 
more. We work for democracy 
at the local, state and national 
level. More information at 
LWVgreatercleveland.org, 
Facebook: lwv greater cleveland, 
@lwvGrCleveland at Twitter and 
Instagram: lwvgreatercleveland

We invite you to join the League 
of Women Voters of Greater 
Cleveland – a nonpartisan 
organization that encourages 
participation in government and 
influences public policy through 
education and advocacy. We are 
committed to diversity, equity, 
and inclusion in principle and 
in practice. We engage in voter 
registration and education, 

Raise your Voice for Democracy!

Buckeye Shopping Plaza 
Gets Makeover,  
Primed for Success
By Grant Segall

Waiting her turn to enter Key Bank, 
La’shawna Ford scans a repaved 
stretch of the parking lot at the 
Shoppes at Buckeye. “It looks a lot 
better,” she says. “It’s not bumpy as 
it was.”

Across the lot, Joe Ashkar says 
business is picking up at his Cajun 
Joe’s due to stimulus checks and 
also improvements by the shopping 
center’s new owner, Adam Lubkin of 
Ibis Development Group in Miami, 
Florida. “People will come to a place 
when it looks nice,” says Ashkar, a 
long-time tenant of the 31-year-old 
center at 11301-11501 Buckeye Rd.

At Lee’s Beauty Supply, Heeja Lee 
says of the center, “It’s really looking 
good.” She says of Lubkin, “He’s a 
really good owner.”

The Floridian Lubkin is big on 
Buckeye. He sees potential along 
Buckeye Road, with its wide views 
and short drives to Shaker Square, 
University Circle, and downtown. 
He likes recent improvements, 

including the expansion of Edwins 
Leadership & Restaurant Institute 
and progress on the intersecting 
Opportunity Corridor. And he 
likes plans for more, including 
Benedictine High School’s $4.5 
million campaign to upgrade the 
campus and Cleveland’s $6.2 million 
project starting next year to repave 
and landscape the road.

“The future of Buckeye is 
fantastic,” Lubkin says.

Besides the Shoppes at Buckeye, 
Ibis owns Kennywood Shops outside 
Pittsburgh and three shopping 
centers in Florida and Massachusetts. 
“My focus is finding neighborhood 
centers like Buckeye, where I can 
really improve not only the center 
but the community.” 

The community seems pleased. 
“Improvements at Buckeye Plaza 
have been appreciated by the 
residents,” says Michelle Bandy-
Zalatoris, who has studied the 
Buckeye corridor for the city. “This 
is an important commercial hub for 
the neighborhood, and reinvestment 
in the property has been long 
overdue.”

The Shoppes at Buckeye have 
116,905 square feet of stores on 9.32 
acres. Lubkin bought the place two 
Decembers ago from Slate Asset 
Management of Toronto, Canada, for 
a net $4.5 million. 

Last year, he repaved most of the 
parking lot, installed bright lights, 
cut back trees encroaching on the lot, 
added landscaping and wheelchair 
ramps, and created some short-term 
and dedicated parking spaces. He 
introduced a logo with a buckeye for 
the center. He repainted the main 
building from a brown mustard 
color to a light beige called linen. 
He renovated an outbuilding for Ace 
Cash Express. He hired Signal 88 
security. He won a permit for a big 
new sign. 

He says he’s spent about $500,000 
so far and will spend some $250,000 
more this year. He plans to finish 
repaving, raise the sign, and 
landscape around it. He also hopes 
eventually for another outbuilding.

He says the center is 87 percent 
occupied, and he’s weighing many 
offers to fill it up. He says business 
is way up at his anchor store, 

Simon’s Supermarket, and his 
smaller stores too. 

He also says that several tenants 
have spruced up their premises. 
“Whenever I fix up any of these 
places, people step up and make 
their spaces look really good.”

Lubkin says he’s looking to buy 
other shopping centers in Cleveland 
and beyond.

Debra Walker, 
left, and Heeja 
Lee, both 
employees of Heeja 
Lee’s family-
owned Lee’s 
Beauty Supply.

Cajun Joe’s owner 
Joe Ashkar, seated 
in front of his 
business, says 
he sees business 
picking up due to 
stimulus checks 
and improvements 
made by the new 
owner of the 
shopping center.
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